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La Traviata
An Opera by Giuseppe Verdi

Act I........................................35 minutes
Intermission...........................15 minutes
Act II - Scene 1......................30 minutes
Intermission...........................15 minutes
Act II - Scene 2......................35 minutes
Intermission...........................15 minutes
Act III......................................35 minutesAct III......................................35 minutes

Friday June 28th, 2024 | 7 PM
Sunday June 30th, 2024 | 2 PM

Mary Ellen Orr Auditorium
John Wood Community College

1301 S. 48th Street
Quincy, Illinois
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Act I
The Salon at Violetta’s House

318



Act II - Scene 1
Violetta’s House Outside Paris

174

This program was made possible by a grant from an 
Anonymous Fund through the Community Foundation.

www.codexgrp.com
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Act II - Scene 2

Act III

Party at Flora’s House

Violetta’s Bedroom, a few months later

516
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Violetta Meet Our Choir!

Alfredo

Penelope Shumate

Ganson Salmon

Penelope Shumate has been praised 
by The New York Times for her 
“bell-like clarity and surpassing 
sweetness." A frequent soloist at 
prestigious venues such as Carnegie 
Hall and Lincoln Center, she has 
performed in works including Messiah, performed in works including Messiah, 
Carmina Burana, and Mozart's 
Requiem. Her operatic roles span 

Ganson Salmon, lauded by the 
New York Times as a "dashing lyric 
tenor," is celebrated for his 
"powerful and nuanced" 
performances (Opera News). He 
recently portrayed Rodolfo in 
La Bohème with First Coast Opera La Bohème with First Coast Opera 

and Prince Karl Franz in The Student Prince with Regina Opera. 
Notable past roles include Don José in Carmen and Pinkerton in 
Madama Butterfly. Salmon, a graduate of Mannes School of Music, has 
performed across the U.S. and internationally, including at Tel Aviv 
Summer Opera and Sarasota Opera. He is also a dedicated Italian 
art song performer and a finalist in the 2016 International 
Tosti Competition.Tosti Competition.

Violetta in La Traviata to Musetta in La Bohème. Shumate’s acclaimed 
recitals and recordings, alongside numerous awards, underscore her 
versatility and artistry. Upcoming engagements feature her return to 
Carnegie Hall for Messiah and the world premiere of 
Kindness at Lincoln Center.

she enjoys playing flute, piano, and ukelele; singing in local choirs; 
writing her novel; and making inside jokes with her twin brother, Andrew.

Gabby credits this to the vocal show, choir, and band classes at 
JWCC.  She plans to attend WIU in the fall, with a major in 
Music Therapy and a minor in Theatre!
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Meet Our Choir!

Chorus Master

Flora & Annina

Germont

Lisa Blake

Steven Soebbing

Mezzo-Soprano Lisa Blake is
returning to the stage for her
eighth production with MROC.
Most recently, she has appeared 
The Tender Land, The Magic 
Flute, Elixir of Love, and Helen.
Lisa holds degrees from TrumanLisa holds degrees from Truman
State University, Culver Stockton,

and Missouri State University. She currently teaches middle
school and high school band and choir at Knox County R-1. 
Lisa also serves as voice faculty at Culver Stockton College
and has a private studio. 

This is Steven’s seventh
appearance with Muddy River
Opera! He is the department
chair of humanities, education
and fine arts for John Wood
Community College. 
Additionally, he serves on theAdditionally, he serves on the

Culver-Stockton College. Presently, she is the Associate Dean of
Transfer and Graduate Admissions for Quincy University. 
She has also previously served as the general manager of the 
Quincy Symphany Orchestra Association, and the Director of 
Choirs for Quincy University. Amy and her husband, Jeff, have 
three daughters (Ashley, Emily, and Erika) and two 
granddaugthers (Harper and Maeve).granddaugthers (Harper and Maeve).
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Comprimario Cast

School in Quincy. Andrew also enjoys biking, hiking, enjoying the great 
outdoors, and making hilarious inside jokes with his twin sister, Emily.

A thank you 
to JWCC for graciously
providing this performance

venue!
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Director’s Note

This production has been a labor of love, brought to life by an 
incredible team of artists both onstage and behind the scenes. 
Our cast has poured their hearts into their roles, delivering 
performances that capture the intense emotions and complex 
characters that Verdi so masterfully created. Our orchestra has 
infused every note with passion, bringing Verdi’s lush and 

evocative score to life. evocative score to life. 

Maestro

Individual Supporters

David Galant is the music director 
and conductor of the Kanesville
Symphony Orchestra. He previously
held the position of Assistant 

Professor at Creighton University and now serves as the 
Director of Orchestra at Eastern Kentucky University’s School
of Music. David graduated from the Glenn Korff School of 
Music at the University of Nebraksa-Lincoln with a Doctor
of Musical Arts and a Masters of Music in orchestral conducting.
Dr. Galant is known to be an energetic and passionate conductor
on the podium and enjoys guest conducting internationally. on the podium and enjoys guest conducting internationally. 
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Stephen & Jackie Salmon
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Mary Anne Scott
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Phil & Jeanne Soebbing
Cathy Staff
Jacob Vogel

Kurt & Jan Leimbach
Margie Thompson

Sally Hayes

Host Families
Gary Blickhan
HK Giltner

Phyllis Robertson
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2024 Season
Spring Premiere

Summer Premiere

Autumn Premiere

Winter Premiere

Our Children’s Opera tours local grade schools and shows
a public performance to teach children about opera!

The Mainstage Opera is our flagship program, showcasing
the talents of trained opera professionals.

Get in the Christmas spirit and come sing Handel’s Messiah
with us! Hosted at the Luther Memorial Church, this 
sing-a-long is followed by a free soup supper and reception!

muddyriveropera.org/current-season

A Special 
Thanks to 

for sponsoring
this program.
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